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MINUTES OF A REGULAR MEETING 1 
OF THE PLANNING & ZONING COMMISSION 2 

OF THE TOWN OF BERNALILLO 3 
HELD AT THE TOWN 4 

July 5, 2022 5 
 6 
 7 
The Planning & Zoning Commission of the Town of Bernalillo met in person and virtually via 8 
WebEx in a regular session within the laws and rules of the Town on July 5, 2022 at 6:30 pm. 9 
 10 
ITEM 1: CALL TO ORDER 11 
Chairperson Duran called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.  12 
 13 
ITEM 2: PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 14 
Chairperson Duran led those attending in the Pledge of Allegiance.  15 
 16 
ITEM 3: ROLL CALL 17 
Upon Roll Call the following members were present:  18 
 19 
PRESENT:                 20 
Chairperson Juanita M. Duran 21 
Commissioner Joseph Moreno (via Webex) 22 
Commissioner Joseph Quintana  23 
Commissioner Antonette Eichwald 24 
Commissioner Raul Montaño 25 
 26 
ABSENT:   27 
Commissioner Dominic Lepore    28 
Commissioner Porter Dees                              29 
                       30 
ALSO PRESENT (in person): 31 
Stephanie Shumsky, Planning & Zoning Director 32 
Yvonne Villescas, Planning & Zoning Admin Asst. 33 
 34 
Mike Kloeppel Adrian Reyes Cindy Maldonado 35 
 36 
ALSO PRESENT (Via WebEx):         37 
Maureen Drexel 38 
                                                                               39 
A quorum was present 40 
 41 
ITEM 4: APPROVAL OF AGENDA 42 
 43 
Chairperson Duran said, at this time we'll move on to the approval of the agenda.  44 
  45 
Commissioner Eichwald made a motion to approve the agenda as written. 46 
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 47 
Commissioner Montaño seconded the motion. 48 
 49 
Roll Call Vote:  50 
Chairperson Duran - yes 51 
Commissioner Moreno (via Webex) - yes 52 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 53 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 54 
Commissioner Montaño - yes     55 
 56 
Motion Carried – Item Passed 57 
 58 
ITEM 5: APPROVAL OF MINUTES FOR June 7, 2022 59 
Chairperson Duran said she had the following corrections to the minutes: 60 
Line 53: Commissioner Lepore seconded the motion 61 
Line 155: Remove “of” & “the” (repeated) 62 
Line 177: Remove the “ed” off of the “ 63 
Line 333: Remove “with” & “coordination” 64 
Line 338: Delete “I” & “would” 65 
Line 463: Delete “what” & “is” (repeated) 66 
Line 738: Remove the extra “that” (repeated) 67 
Line 896: Add “is” in front of “what” 68 
Line 966: Change “was” to “were” 69 
 70 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion to approve the minutes of June 7, 2022 as amended. 71 
 72 
Commissioner Eichwald seconded the motion. 73 
 74 
Roll Call Vote:  75 
Chairperson Duran - yes 76 
Commissioner Moreno (via Webex) - yes 77 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 78 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 79 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 80 
 81 
Motion Carried – Item Passed with corrections 82 
 83 
ITEM 6: PUBLIC HEARINGS & ACTION ITEMS 84 
 85 
ITEM 6A - VAR22-008: FRONT SETBACK VARIANCE OF 10’ TO THE REQUIRED 86 
FRONT SETBACK OF 20’ AT 1020 S. HILL ROAD, LEGAL DESCRIPTION: EASTERN 87 
ADDITION, BLOCK 2, LOT 23, ZONED R-R. 88 
 89 
Ms. Cindy Maldonado, owner, was present and sworn in. 90 
 91 
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Ms. Maldonado said, the reason we are asking for a variance of 10 feet is because the mobile 92 
home that we bought is 80 by 16. And we have already purchased the mobile home. After we 93 
had filed all the paperwork and everything, we thought that since we live in Santa Fe, we thought 94 
that the same setbacks were going to be the same as in Santa Fe. But I guess it’s a little bit 95 
different here in Bernalillo. So, when I talked to Ms. Shumsky, she let us know it was a little bit 96 
different and she gave us these options of what we can do in order to put the mobile home there. 97 
And the reason why we had purchased the mobile home and the reason why we are working on 98 
moving it, is because we have a family that lost their home in the fire in Vegas, so that's why 99 
we're trying to move it here while they get back on their feet. And they can live there for a while. 100 
 101 
Chairperson Duran asked if there was anything else? 102 
 103 
Ms. Maldonado said, we also went through a surveyor who is WayJohn Surveying. We have 104 
their information here. (Indicating a survey map she was holding). When we bought the property, 105 
my husband put in a fence on the property line. But they went off of what was already there. We 106 
have the GIS map, and the property is bigger than what the surveyor actually gave us. The 107 
numbers are different. So if we go by the GIS, the property is a good amount of space. It’s good 108 
for the setbacks and everything. We wouldn’t have to do a 10-foot setback. But because they are 109 
going based off of the surveyor’s map, that is why it's a little bit shorter. 110 
 111 
Chairperson Duran asked, so you are saying that the GIS shows a different distance? 112 
 113 
Ms. Maldonado said, yes. When we first bought the lot, you can actually see it on the map. We 114 
have a printout of it. I actually have a print-out and everything. I have the documents of what 115 
was there before and then after we got the survey. But the surveyor went off of the line that my 116 
husband had already made. The property was a little bit smaller than what it was actually. 117 
 118 
Chairperson Duran asked, tell us what the surveyor said were the dimensions of the property, 119 
how many square feet? 120 
 121 
Ms. Maldonado said, I have it here. Would you like to see it?  122 
 123 
Chairperson Duran said, we have that, but tell us what the surveyor said were the dimensions? 124 
 125 
Ms. Maldonado said, the surveyor’s note says that the dimensions are 50 by 133 feet on the lot 126 
that we want to put the mobile home on. There are two lots there.  127 
 128 
Chairperson Duran asked, what are you saying the GIS says?  129 
 130 
Ms. Maldonado said, I have that one as well.  131 
 132 
Commissioner Quintana said, (inaudible) by 110.  133 
 134 
Ms. Maldonado said, the GIS says 50 by 133, so that’s what it was before. And now they are 135 
saying it is 40 by 100. 136 
 137 
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Commissioner Quintana asked, what about access? 138 
 139 
Ms. Maldonado said, we own the property in front of this lot, which is Lot 25 of Tract 225. So 140 
we’ve already done the easement. 141 
 142 
Commissioner Quintana asked, this property doesn’t front on Hill Road? 143 
 144 
Mr. Adrian Reyes (owner) came forward and was sworn in. 145 
 146 
Mr. Reyes said, we own the first lot at the corner. 147 
 148 
Ms. Maldonado said, they changed the address to 1000 South Hill Road. That’s Lot 25 and then 149 
we own 1020 South Hill Road, which is Lot 23. It’s that one in the corner. Those two are ours. 150 
 151 
Mr. Reyes said, we are planning on using Lot 25 for access. 152 
 153 
Commissioner Montaño asked, what’s behind you? Is that an alley? 154 
 155 
Mr. Reyes said, that is an arroyo and everything else is closed. 156 
 157 
Chairperson Duran asked, how big is the other property? 158 
 159 
Mr. Reyes said, it is 72 by 58. 160 
 161 
Chairperson Duran asked, is there anything on that property now? 162 
 163 
Mr. Reyes said, no, it’s empty. 164 
 165 
Commissioner Montaño asked, what is it that you might do with that property? The one that you 166 
are going to use as an easement? 167 
 168 
Mr. Reyes said, we are going to save some money and then in the future, maybe remove the 169 
mobile home and put those two parcels together, and maybe put a house on it. That would be in 170 
the future because we don’t have that kind of money right now.  171 
 172 
Chairperson Duran asked, Ms. Shumsky, if they were to combine the two lots, would they have 173 
the amount of space necessary to put the mobile home they already purchased? 174 
 175 
Ms. Shumsky said, that is correct, we discussed that with them, and they chose not to do that. 176 
 177 
Ms. Maldonado said, no, not at the moment because the mobile home is not going to be there 178 
forever. And we’re doing this just to help a friend out now, and we purchased the mobile home 179 
before, and then we went through the whole…. (didn’t finish what she was saying) 180 
 181 
Commissioner Quintana asked, so you wouldn’t want to eliminate this lot line here, even though 182 
you are going to, at some point, remove the mobile home? Because you said in the future, if you 183 
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had more money, you were going to combine the lots. That’s how you would do it, eliminate the 184 
lot line? Is that an expensive process?  185 
 186 
Ms. Shumsky said, generally, I recommend that people call a variety of surveyors. We have a list 187 
of surveyors that they can contact and get quotes, but we review them all the time, so it's not 188 
uncommon. 189 
 190 
Commissioner Quintana asked Ms. Shumsky, Ms. Maldonado said you had a series of options 191 
for them? Could you (inaudible)? 192 
 193 
Ms. Shumsky said, one was to combine the lots, another was to get a survey of the property 194 
because this is one of the oldest platted parts of town. On the existing plat, you can see it’s very 195 
vague. It is from 1925 and it created these lots. It was anticipated as a total subdivision. Hill 196 
Road wasn't even conceived of, I don't know the history of Hill Road, but that came much later. 197 
This lot would have fronted on the road that was to go through there. So, over time, the lots on  198 
Hill Road platted, I think, through the MRGCD process. So, one of my recommendations to 199 
them was to get a plat of the current lot. They needed to do that because the GIS information that 200 
we use, clearly is not accurate for this area. They did that and they got the real lot size. The other 201 
option was a variance. Although, at the time I had forgotten about the clause that was approved 202 
in the updated zoning ordinance about non-compliant lot sizes. Where they could develop the lot 203 
only if they met the set-back and height requirements of the Town. In this case, they don't, that's 204 
why they're asking for the variance. But in that clause the idea behind that was to allow these 205 
non-conforming lots to develop, but only if they're compliant as to the other requirements. We 206 
did recommend that this is an option; a variance is an option and so we always give people all 207 
their options. We talked early on before they even purchased this property about some of the 208 
other incumbrances on it, such as the drainage area which you can see. There are several lots in 209 
the area owned by the Department of Transportation, which was affiliated with the drainage 210 
project across I-25. So, these lots are not really desirable because of the drainage problems they 211 
have, but they are aware of that. And it's in the floodplain and they would have to elevate any 212 
structure that is put there. We talked about that. 213 
 214 
Ms. Maldonado said, I think we filled out those applications. I have all the documents. 215 
 216 
Commissioner Quintana said, the plat that we received in our packets doesn’t look the same.  217 
 218 
Ms. Shumsky said, yes, even the street names are not what we have today. Hill Road was meant 219 
to be east of these parcels and eventually over time it was moved to where Mountain Avenue is, 220 
it's not exact. I think it became this road over here (indicating on the map), and Perez Street was 221 
to be the end of the subdivision. If you look at the aerial photography and the GIS, and you 222 
compare it to this, it's much easier to see how it would line up. But it doesn't look like this today. 223 
 224 
Commissioner Quintana asked, (pointing to the GIS map) this lot and this lot have a line right 225 
here, and so why is this line up here? 226 
 227 
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Ms. Shumsky said, that's just drawn incorrectly. We get that information from the County, and 228 
someone there didn't really know where the lot lines were, and they just drew it in. That's why 229 
they got a survey so it could be accurate. 230 
 231 
Commissioner Quintana said, when I measured that, this line here is longer than this line 232 
(indicating on a GIS map). 233 
 234 
Ms. Shumsky said, that is why we had them get a survey and then we use the survey. 235 
 236 
Commissioner Quintana said, I question the surveyor. I measured the yellow line, and I came out 237 
with 99 feet. And that’s what they have here, but if it’s this line here, it’s more than 99 feet. 238 
 239 
Mr. Reyes said, it was 133 feet. 240 
 241 
Ms. Shumsky said, it’s not accurate on the GIS. 242 
 243 
Commissioner Quintana asked, this line is inaccurate? 244 
 245 
Ms. Shumsky said, yes, that's inaccurate. 246 
 247 
Chairperson Duran said, the GIS says it is 50 by 133. 248 
 249 
Mr. Reyes said, the surveyor puts it at 40 by 100. 250 
 251 
Ms. Shumsky said, the survey is more exact, and we have a disclaimer on all of our  252 
GIS maps that says that it's not to be used for decision making. It's only illustrative. 253 
 254 
Commissioner Montaño said, you will be utilizing that front property, so you will still have 10 255 
feet.  256 
 257 
Chairperson Duran said, I don't know if you had the opportunity to look at the planning and 258 
zoning ordinances in that particular area. That is rural residential; the minimum lot size is 12,000 259 
square feet; it has to have a front set-back of 20 feet, and then the sides are 5 feet, and the back is 260 
10 feet. So, having the two lots together, it appears that two would be in compliance with that, 261 
but not without the two lots combined. 262 
 263 
Ms. Maldonado asked, so there wouldn't be a way to put it on one lot? 264 
 265 
Chairperson Duran said, not based on this, unless the Commission agrees to a variance. 266 
 267 
Ms. Maldonado said, that’s why we did the variance. Because it does do it for the front and the 268 
back. It’s just the 10 feet we need. And for now, that’s why we wanted to do use that part of the 269 
property. And do something different in the front. 270 
 271 
Chairperson Duran asked if there were any more questions from the Commission? 272 
 273 
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Commissioner Moreno said, no, they were already answered. 274 
 275 
Chairperson Duran asked if there is any public comment on this item? No one on Webex? 276 
Hearing no public comment and no further questions from the Commission, do I have a motion 277 
on this item? 278 
 279 
Commissioner Quintana made a motion that VAR22-002, the request for a 10-foot variance, at 280 
1020 South Hill Road, be denied, unless and until they eliminate the lot line, and combine the 281 
two lots. Currently it does not meet the standards for the setback. 282 
 283 
Commissioner Montaño seconded the motion. 284 
 285 
Roll Call Vote:  286 
Chairperson Duran - yes 287 
Commissioner Moreno (via Webex) - yes 288 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 289 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 290 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 291 
 292 
Motion Carried – Item Denied 293 
 294 
Chairperson Duran said, at this time your item is denied, I would suggest that you combine the 295 
two lots; you have the square footage. 296 
 297 
Ms. Maldonado and Mr. Reyes continued the discussion about the placement of the mobile 298 
home, the lot line elimination, etc. 299 
 300 
Chairperson Duran said that they can appeal the Commission’s decision to the Town Council. 301 
 302 
ITEM 7. COMMISSION BUSINESS 303 

1. COMMISSION BUSINESS & UPDATES 304 
a) Planning and Zoning Commission Business: Staff gave update on various on-going 305 

development projects. 306 
b) Decisions of Town Council/Ordinances/Appeals Filed/Status: none 307 
c) Planning and Zoning Department Update: 308 

i. New Home Occupations: 0 309 
ii. Building Coordination & Review: building permits, placement permits, etc. 310 

reviewed for zoning and floodplain ordinance compliance, is: 7  311 
d) Next Meeting: Town Hall August 2, 2022 @ 6:30pm In-Person and Via WebEx. 312 

 313 
ITEM 8. ADJOURN 314 
There being no further business, Commissioner Quintana made the motion to adjourn the 315 
meeting at 7:16 P.M. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Montaño and it carried 316 
unanimously. 317 
 318 
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Roll Call Vote:  319 
Chairperson Duran - yes 320 
Commissioner Moreno (via Webex) - yes 321 
Commissioner Quintana - yes 322 
Commissioner Eichwald - yes 323 
Commissioner Montaño - yes 324 
 325 
Motion Carried – Meeting Adjourned 326 


